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1 . (Previously Presented) A method of conducting an electronic online auction between 
a plurality of potential bidders, the plurality of potential bidders competing for a lot having at 
least one product, comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving first bid information for a lot from a first bidder, said received first 
bid information representing a first bid that is originally defined in a context of said first 
bidder; 

(b) storing infonnation reflective of said submitted first bid, said stored 
information enabling a relative comparison of submitted bids, including said first bid, on 
a common competitive b^sis; and 

(c) transmitting sdconcUwuiformation defined in a context of a second bidder 
that is different than said cpnte$pbf said first bidder to said second bidder, said 
transmitted second bid infoVmati&n/enabling said second bidder to view said first bid 
originally defined in said cdbtext \f said first bidder in said context of said second bidder. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of (d) generating a 
transformed bid using said received ferst bid information, and wherein step (a) comprises the step 
of receiving untransformed bid information. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein step (d) comprises the step of performing 
a linear transformation having at least qne of a multiplicative adjustment and an additive 
adjustment. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein step (d) comprises the step of multiplying 
a received bid price, specified in a local currency of said first bidder, with a pre-defined 
exchange rate to yield a base currency bid price. 



5. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein step (d) comprises the step of transforming 
a received price per physical measure of weight or volume of coal into a standardized unit of 
value to the buyer of coal using multiplicative adjustments and additive adjustments based upon 
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one or more of the thermal cont&it, percentage sulfur, percentage ash, percentage water, and 
hardness of coal of said first bidaer. 



6. (Original) The methodjof claim 2, wherein step (d) comprises the step of performing 
a non-linear transformation. 

7. (Original) The method <bf claim 2, wherein step (d) comprises the step of transforming 
received bid information using a lookup table. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein step (d) comprises the step of performing 
a combination of linear, non-linear, and lookup table transformations simultaneously. 

9. (Original) The method ofpaij^l, wherein step (a) comprises the step of receiving 
transformed bid information. 

10. (Original) The method oftlAim 9, wherein step (a) comprises the step of receiving a 
bid price in a base currency, wherein s^idpid price is originally defined in a local currency of 
said first bidder. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The niethod of claim [4^] 9 T wherein step (b^ further 
[ comprising the st e p of (d) ] comprises generating detransformed bid information, and wherein 
step (c) ikclhgr comprises the step of transmitting said detransformed bid information to said 
second bidder. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein step (d) comprises the step of 
performing a linear transformation having pt least one of a multiplicative adjustment and an 
additive adjustment. 



13. (Original) The method of claim! 12, wherein step (d) comprises the step of 
converting a base currency price into a bid ppce in a local currency of said second bidder using a 
pre-defined exchange rate. 



3 



Attorney Docket No.: 046700-5005 



14. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein step (d) comprises the step of 
converting a received bid price sp scified in a local currency of said first bidder into a local 
currency of said second bidder usi ig a pre-defined exchange rate. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein step (d) comprises the step of 
transforming a received price per p lysical measure of weight or volume of coal into a 
standardized unit of value to the bu/er of coal using multiplicative adjustments and additive 
adjustments based upon one or mor s of the thermal content, percentage sulfur, percentage ash, 
percentage water, and hardness of coal of said first bidder. 



16. (Original) The method of clainiyl 1, wherein step (d) comprises the step of 
performing a non-linear transformation., 

17. (Original) The method oflclaim44, wherein step (d) comprises the step of 
performing a transformation using a lookup table. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 1 1, wherein step (d) comprises the step of 
performing a combination of linear, norilinear, and lookup table transformations simultaneously. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein step (c) comprises the step of 
transmitting second bid information to be transformed by said second bidder. 



20. (Original) The method of claim 19, wherein step (c) comprises the step of 
transmitting a base currency price to be transformed by said second bidder into a local currency 
of said second bidder. 



21. (Previously Presented) Asystei 
between a plurality of potential bidders, the 
having at least one product, comprising: 



for conducting an electronic online auction 
plurality of potential bidders competing for a lot 



means for receiving first bid 
bid information representing 
bidder; 
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information for a lot from a first bidder, said received first 
a first bid that is originally defined in a context of said first 



means for storing informati on reflective of said submitted first bid, said stored 
information enabling a rela ive comparison of submitted bids including said first bid on a 
common competitive basis; and 



means for transmitting 
that is different than said 
transmitted second bid 
originally defined in said co 



22. (Original) The system 
transformed bid using said received 



secohd bid information defined in a context of a second bidder 

context of said first bidder to said second bidder, said 
infoifaiation enabling said second bidder to view said first bid 

ntext of said first bidder in said context of said second bidder. 



of claim 21, further comprising means for generating a 
first bid information, and wherein said received first bid 



information is un transformed bid information. 



23. (Original) The system c 
linear transformation using at least 
adjustment. 



claim 22, wherein said means for generating performs a 
>ne of a multiplicative adjustment and an additive 



ot 



24. (Original) The system 
received bid price, specified in a 
rate to yield a base currency bid pride 



loc al 



25. (Original) The system o 
received price per physical measure 



more of the thermal content, percen 
of coal of said first bidder. 



claim 23, wherein said means for generating multiplies a 
currency of said first bidder, with a pre-defined exchange 



claim 23, wherein said means for generating transforms a 
of weight or volume of coal into a standardized unit of value 



to the buyer of coal using multiplica ive adjustments and additive adjustments based upon one or 



ge sulfur, percentage ash, percentage water, and hardness 
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26. (Original) The system of claim 22, wherein said means for generating performs a 
non-linear transformation. 



27. (Original) The system of claim 22, wherein said means for generating transforms 
received bid information using ta lookup table. 

28. (Original) The system of claim 22, wherein said means for generating performs a 



combination of linear, non-linear. 



and lookup table transformations simultaneously. 



29. (Original) The systeqi of claim 21, wherein said received first bid information is 
transformed bid information. 

30. (Original) The system of claim 29, wherein said received first bid information is a 
bid price in a base currency, wherein ^fbid price is originally defined in a local currency of 
said first bidder. 

31. (Currently Amended) TheWstem of claim [24^] 22* further comprising means for 
generating detransformed bid information, [and-]wherein said transmitted second bid information 
[is] comprises detransformed bid information. 

32. (Original) The system oflclaim 31, wherein said means for generating performs a 
linear transformation using at least oqe of a multiplicative adjustment and an additive 
adjustment. 



33. (Original) The system of claim 32, wherein said means for generating converts a 
base currency price into a bid price in a local currency of said second bidder using a pre-defined 
exchange rate. 



34. (Original) The system of claim 3 1 , wherein said means for generating converts a 
received bid price specified in a local currency of said first bidder into a local currency of said 
second bidder using a pre-defined exchange rate. 
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35. (Original) The syktem of claim 32, wherein said means for generating transforms a 
received price per physical measure of weight or volume of coal into a standardized unit of value 
to the buyer of coal using multiplicative adjustments and additive adjustments based upon one or 
more of the thermal content, percentage sulfur, percentage ash, percentage water, and hardness 
of coal of said first bidder. 

36. (Original) The systejri of claim 31, wherein said means for generating performs a 
non-linear transformation. 

37. (Original) The system of claim 31, wherein said means for generating performs a 
transformation using a lookup tabfle. 

38. (Original) The system pf claim 31, wherein said means for generating performs a 
combination of linear, non-linear, andlj^Kup table transformations simultaneously. 

39. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein said transmitted second bid information 
is to be transformed by said second ctidafer. 

40. (Original) The system of cdaim 39, wherein said transmitted second bid information 
is a base currency price to be transformed by said second bidder into a local currency of said 
second bidder. 

41. (Previously Presented) A method of participating in an electronic online auction 
between a plurality of potential bidders, tne plurality of potential bidders competing for a lot 
having at least one product, comprising thte steps of: 

(a) transmitting first bid information for a lot to an auction server, said transmitted first 
bid information representing a first bid thatiis originally defined in a context of a first bidder, 
said transmitted first bid information being used by the auction server in a comparison of said 
first bid with other submitted bids, said other submitted bids originally defined in contexts 
different from said context of said first bidder; 
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(b) receiving second bid information from said auction server, said received second bid 
information representing a second bid that was submitted by a second bidder, said second bid 
being originally defined in a context different from said context of said first bidder; and 

(c) using said received second bid information to display a relative comparison of said 
first bid and said second bid, said relative comparison shown in said context of said first bidder. 



42. (Original) The method of claim 41, further comprising the step of (d) generating a 
transformed bid, and wherein step (a) jpomprises the step of transmitting transformed bid 
information. 



43. (Original) The method of claim 42, wherein step (d) comprises the step of 
performing a linear transformation using at least one of a multiplicative adjustment and an 
additive adjustment. 



44. (Original) The method of cla: 
multiplying a bid price, specified in a loc 
exchange rate to yield a base currency bid 1 




, wherein step (d) comprises the step of 
urrency of said first bidder, with a pre-defined 
ce. 



45. (Original) The method of clain^42, wherein step (d) comprises the step of 
performing a non-linear transformation. 



46. (Original) The method of claim 42, wherein step (d) comprises the step of 
transforming received bid information using a lookup table. 



47. (Original) The method of claim 42} wherein step (d) comprises the step of 
performing a combination of linear, non-linear,\and lookup table transformations simultaneously. 



48. (Original) The method of claim 41, ^herein step (a) comprises the step of 
transmitting untransformed bid information. 



CK^t 



49. (Original) The method 
transmitting a bid price in a local c 
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of claim 48, wherein step (a) comprises the step of 
rrency of said first bidder. 



50. (Currently Amended) Tlhe method of claim 48, wherein step (a) comprises the step 
of transmitting a price per physical ipeasure of weight or volume for a lot of coal [ uniqu e to ] 
defined bv said first bidder. 

Claims 5 1 and 52 (Canceled).] 

53. (Original) The method of cUaim 52, wherein step (d) comprises the step of 
multiplying a received bid price, specified in a local currency of said second bidder, with a pre- 
defined exchange rate to yield a bid price in a local currency of said first bidder. 

54. (Original) The method of claim 52^ wherein step (d) comprises the step of 
multiplying a received bid price, specifielcW^base currency, with a pre-defined exchange rate 
to yield a bid price in a local currency of sakifirst bidder. 

55. (Original) The method of clairp 41, wherein step (d) comprises the step of 
performing a non-linear transformation. 

56. (Original) The method of claimWl, wherein step (d) comprises the step of 
detransforming said received second bid information using a lookup table. 

57. (Original) The method of claim 41, wherein step (d) comprises the step of 
performing a combination of linear, non-linear, and lookup table transformations simultaneously. 



58. (Canceled) 



59. (Currently Amended) The method 
step of receiving a bid price in a local currency 



if claim ["5&t141* wherein step (b) comprises the 
if said first bidder. 



60. (Currently Amended) 
step of receiving a price per phys ical 
uniqu e ly d e fin e d by said first bic def] 
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The method of claim [&^] 51L wherein step (b) comprises the 
measure of weight or volume [ , wh e r e in a lot of coal 



Claims 61-68 (Canceled!). 



69. (Previously Presented! A method of participating in an electronic online auction 
including a plurality of participants, wherein the participants include a sponsor and at least two 
potential bidders, the potential bidders competing for award of a lot, comprising: 

(a) receiving bid information including a bid from a first bidder, said bid 
information including said bid defined in a first context; and 

(b) redefining said bity information including said bid to a second context that 
differs from said first context; and 

(c) comparing said redefined bid information to other bid information on a 
common competitive basis. 




70. (Canceled). 

7 1 . (Original) The method of cliim 69, wherein step (b) comprises the step of 
generating a base currency bid price using a predefined exchange rate and a received local 
currency bid price. 

72. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for [e nabling ] use by a 
processor in a computer system to process budding information in an auction between a plurality 
of bidders, said computer program product comprising: 

a computer [ usabl e] readable medium having a computer readable 
program code embodied in said medium for causing an application program to execute on the 
computer system, said computer readable program code comprising 

a first computer readable program code [ enabling th e computer 
syst e m ] to transmit first bid information for a lotthaving at least one product to an auction 
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server, said transmitted first bidunformation representing a first bid that is originally defined in a 
context of a first bidder, said transmitted first bid information being used by the auction server in 
a comparison of said first bid with other submitted bids, said other submitted bids originally 



defined in contexts different from 



said context of said first bidder; 



a second computer readable program code [e nabling the comput e r 
syst e m ] to receive second bid infc rmation from said auction server, said received second bid 

)id that was submitted by a second bidder, said second bid 
being originally defined in a content of said second bidder that is different from said context of 
said first bidder; and 



a third computer readable program code [e nabling th e computer 
syst e m ] to display a relative comparison of said first bid and said second bid in a context of said 
first bidder. 

73. (Currently Amended) A domputer program product for enabling a processor in a 
computer system to process bidding inrarmajion in an auction between a plurality of bidders, 
said computer program product comprising! 

a computer [ usabl e] readable medium having a computer readable 
program code embodied in said mediumtfor causing an application program to execute on the 
computer system, said computer readable program code comprising 

a first computer readable program code [e nabling th e comput e r 
syst e m ] to receive bid information including a bid from a bidder for a lot; 



a second computer readable program code [e nabling the comput e r 
syst e m ] to generate a transformed bid usingkaid bid information including said bid; and 

a third computer readable program code [e nabling the comput e r 
syst e m ] to[-said] transmit said- transformed bia to an auction server, said transformed bid being 
used by said auction server to generate a relati\ne comparison of bids on a common competitive 
basis, said bids originally defined in at least two\different bidder-specific contexts. 
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74. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for enabling a processor in a 
computer system to process bidding information in an auction between a plurality of bidders, 
said computer program product comprising: 

a computer [usable] readable medium having a computer readable 



program code embodied in said m 



dium for causing an application program to execute on the 



computer system, said computer readable program code comprising 

a fin t computer readable program code [e nabling th e comput e r 
syst e m ] to receive first bid information for a lot having at least one product from a first bidder, 
said received first bid information representing a first bid that is originally defined in a context of 
said first bidder; 

a second ^©mj^ft^r readable program code [e nabling th e comput e r 
syst e m ] to store information reflective orte^id submitted first bid, said stored information 
enabling a relative comparison of subqiitte^bids including said first bid on a common 
competitive basis; and 

a third computer readable program code for [ enabling th e comput e r 
system ] to transmit second bid information defined in a context of a second bidder that is 
different than said context of said first bidfiier to said second bidder, said transmitted second bid 
information enabling said second bidder toWiew said first bid originally defined in said context 
of said first bidder in said context of said second bidder. 



Claim 75 (Canceled). 
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